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Thilisi, Georgia

THE RESENT RESULTS OF THE STUDIES OF THE
MENAION I (KR. 1919) AND ITS COLOPHONS
SURVIVED AT THE CHARTORISKS’ LIBRARY OF THE
NATIONAL MUSEUM IN KRAKOW

Eleven Georgian manuscripts have survived at the Chartorisks’ Ly-
brary of the National museum in Krakow. Among these manuscripts
Menaion I (Kr.1919) written on parchment, represents the most interest-
ing sample of Medieval Georgian manuscript heritage. We studied the
Krakow Menaion and its colophones in 2015-2018 in the scope of the
project (FR/380/1-10/14) grant, supported by Shota Rustaveli National
Science Foundation of Georgia. The present paper summarises the latest
results of the study and highlights three main points: 1. The date of
copying the manuscript; 2. The place of execution of Krakow Menaion
I; 3. Identifing the scribe of the manuscript.

Four viewpoints are known for the possible dates of the copying of
the Krakow Menaion 1. Alexander Tsagareli dates it back to the 12-13%
centuries considering general paleographic data; Grigol Peradze, also ac-
cording to general paleographic characteristics, traces it back to the 12
century; Akaki Shanidze, based on orthographic principles of the text,
assigns it to the 11" century; As for Vazha Kiknadze, he ascribes the
manuscript to the end of the 12" century or an even later period ac-
cording to concrete paleographic samples (open loop of Asomtavruli A).
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The unique text enclosed in the Krakow Menaion supplies us with
interesting indications about the date of execution — the Hymnographic
Canon to Prochorus the Georgian, the builder of the Cross Monastery
in Jerusalem is attached to the date of February 12%.

Elene Metreveli argued that the Commemoration Day for Prochorus
was firstly assigned on February 12%, afterwards, but not later than the
end of the 11" century, the Rite was amended and the date was changed
to January 17%.

The Changing of the Commemoration Date for Prochorus has the ul-
timate importance in dating the Krakow Menaion. Indeed, as already men-
tioned above, it is clear, that the Menaion should have been copied in the
period between 1066 and the end of the 11" centuries, thus in the interim
when the Commemoration Day for Prochorus was still February 12%.

To date the Krakow Menaion, we should keep in mind the fol-
lowing: 1. According to Akaki Shanidze the manuscript, with its or-
thographic characteristics, it belongs to the end of the 11" century; 2.
According to Vazha Kiknadze, the loop of Asomtavruli A in the text
is a paleographic sign, which have been proven to be from only the
12™ century.

These two considerations narrow the chronological issue of the
copying of the Menaion from 1066 to the end of the 11" century. This
indicates the fact, that the manuscript was already executed by the end
of the 11" and beginning of the 12" centuries.

We can conclude, that the Krakow Menaion is bound to the 11%-
12" centuries.

As for the place of the execution of the Krakow Menaion, we have
only one suggestion by Grigol Peradze and Michel van Esbrok. The
scholars suggest, that the manuscript is copied in the Cross Monastery
in Jerusalem. To back his position, Grigol Peradze has no proof, but
Michael van Esbrok argues that, as the hymnographic canon to Procho-
rus, the founder of the Cross Monastery in Jerusalem, is enclosed in
the Menaion, it should have been completed there.
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Hymnographic Canon to Prochorus was composed by the monks at
the Monastery and was choired personally by them: “..do not forget
blesed us, thy spiritual [sons], who are at the monastery of the Wood of
Life built by thy...”, “...will enjoy spirituallly at the monastery built by
thy, father...”. This argument is the most significant point in identifying
the place of the completion of the Krakow Menaion.

As we observed, the fact that the Himnographic Canon was dedicat-
ed to the Monks of the Cross Monastery is enclosed especially in the
Krakow Menaion, directly indicates that the evidence that the Menaion,
after the completion of the manuscript, became the property of the Cross
Monastery. And if we take into consideration the fact, that one of the
most active scriptorium of those times was functioning there, we can
easily conclude that the Krakow Menaion I is completed at the Cross
Monastery in Jerusalem.

Up to this point we could not find any suggestion of the identity
of the scribe of the Mineon.

Direct evidence is provided in four colophons by the scribe of the
manuscript, the colophons which were not detected by the scholars pre-
viously. 1. “Christ, mercy lovane” (7r), 2. “Christ, mercy lovane” (25r.),
3. “Christ mercy lovane” (133v.) and 4. “Christ, mercy lovane, the
archpriest, Amen” (180r)

As it is observed, in all four citations a single and selfsame figure
lovane, the archpriest, is mentioned. Though there is no direct indica-
tion that the Krakow Menaion I was rewritten by archpriest Iovane, we
would not be mistaken if we presume, that the Menaion was copied
by Iovane himself.

There is no information in the Krakow Menaion colophons which
monastery or church the archpriest lovane served. Though we do not
find that this issue is complicated to solve, as it is proven that the man-
uscript was completed at the Cross Monastery of Jerusalem, so logically
Iovane should have served there.

Therefore we can establish, that the Krakow Menaion I is copied in
the Cross monastery in Jerusalem by the archpriest Iovane.
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